Question 2 Summaries of Reponses:

What would you like to do (in terms of research computing) that is now unfeasible?

The response to this question was predictably varied because the campus community at ISU has wide and varied interests and the open-ended nature of the question encouraged diverse responses.  I will attempt to summarize common themes present in multiple answers and list them in order of frequency of occurrence.  

Respondent’s requests 

1.  Better data management systems and more flexible and capable databases:  This includes but is not limited to information on students, assessments, failure rates, recruitment, faculty effectiveness, registration, reporting etc… 

2.  High performance computing and research computing facilities:  more processing power.  

3.  Telecommunication and video conferencing abilities: including the ability to have students on computers at both ends and interfacing with the professor

4.  Digital imaging and document management

5.  Services such as web and database design

6.  Funds to upgrade or maintain equipment

There were also a handful of individual responses that addressed the following topics. 


Agent based modeling, AI applications in a distributed network, the ability to create surveys on the Internet. 

Question 3 Summaries of Responses:

Question 3: Do you have enough computing power for your research?

On this question here is the breakdown of responses in 3 categories. 

Yes, we have enough computing power:  12/26  ~46%

Yes, we have enough power, but we lack other resources 8/26  ~31%

No, we need more computing power.  6/26  ~23%

Of those that felt we needed more resources and specified what they needed, respondents mentioned they needed help in additional areas:

· Software and training:  software programs and other resources, statistical software, database skills,

· Hardware:  Networked storage, upgraded computers and other hardware such as monitors and printers. 

· Data management:  Central information system and web accessible data.  

Many respondents felt they could expand their research with additional computing power.  

